238.    EXTRACTS FROM PROCEEDINGS OF PLENART SES-
SION OF ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE

December 1, 1931

CHAIRMAN : ... At the beginning of the year I made a declaration of
the policy of the then Government, and I am authorized by the present one
to give you and India a specific assurance that it remains their policy. I shall
repeat the salient sentences of that declaration*

"The view of His Majesty's Government is that responsibility for the
government of India should be placed upon Legislatures, Central and Provin-
cial, with such provisions as may be necessary to guarantee, during a period
of transition, the observance of certain obligations and to meet other special
circumstances, and also with such guarantees as are required by Minorities to
protect their political liberties and rights.

ccln such statutory safeguards as may be made for meeting the needs of
the transitional period, it will be a primary concern of His Majesty's Govern-
ment to see that the reserved powers are so framed and exercised as not to
prejudice the advance of India through the new Constitution to full respon-
sibility for her own government.**

With regard to the Central Government, I made it plain that, subject
to defined conditions, His Majesty's late Government were prepared to re-
cognize the principle of the responsibility of the Executive to the Legislature,
if both were constituted on an all-India Federal basis The principle of res-
ponsibility was to be subject to the qualification that, hi existing circumstances,
Defence and External Aflairs must be reserved to the Governor-General, and that,
in regard to Finance such conditions must apply as would ensure the fulfilment
of the obligations incurred under the authority of the Secretary of State,
and the maintenance unimpaired of the financial stability and credit of India.

Finally, it was our view that the Governor-General must be granted the
necessary powers to enable him to fulfil his responsibility for securing the ob-
servance of the constitutional rights of Minorities, and for ultimately maintain-
ing the tranquillity of the State,

These were, in broad outline, the features of the new Constitution for India
as contemplated by His Majesty's Government at the end of the last Conference.

As I say, my colleagues in His Majesty's present Government fully
accept that statement of January last as representing their own policy. In parti-
cular, they desire to reaffirm their belief HI an all-India Federation as offering
the only hopeful solution of India's constitutional problem. They intend to
pursue this plan unswervingly and to do their utmost to surmount the difficulties
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